
The Crisis Year in Seklerland:
1949

In Romania, the political turning point was 1948, but on the local
level the political, economic and social changes could be felt only by
1949. Going through the events of institutional change and cultural
symbolisation, I made a historical-anthropological analisys of the
society’s reactions to the extension of the new power, more exactly,
the reactions of the szekler rural society (in the 4 counties that
belonged to Szeklerland by that time). What I followed was how the
society reacted to the fast and agressive intrusion of the new power
through events that can be defined as phenomena of a cultural crisis.
In the zone of Odorheiu Secuiesc, in 1949 there was a millenaristic
movement, expecting the end of the world, an archaic form of conflict
resolution with the colonizing new power. A series of events took place,
that were percieved as wonderful, and thousands of people gathered
around a prophet woman, waiting for the end of the world and the
redemption of the good. I consider the 1949 events a turning point, a
cultural reaction in a peripherical region of Romania, of Eastern Europe.

The book is made up of seven chapters. In the first five I present
the extension of the power - the party state - to Szeklerland: how
institutions were born, new practices of domination and govermen
were formed, and the places of symbolisation were occupied. In these
chapters I present documents from newspapers, results of a research
in the archives of the time. In chapters sixth and seventh I describe
the fate of the traditional elite which used to produce and reproduce
symbols, and I present the peak of the conflict between the new power
and the leaders of the catholic church, the Sumuleu-Ciuc pilgrimage,
then the sequence of wonders and the millenaristic movement. At the
end, I give an interpretation of the events presented.
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