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Some new records and rare species for the Romanian spider fauna 
(Arachnida: Araneae)

István URÁK & Róbert GALLÉ

Rezumat

Specii rare şi noi pentru arahnofauna României (Arachnida: Araneae)

Trichoncus hackmani MILLIDGE, 1955 şi Collinsia distincta (SIMON 1884) sunt specii noi, iar Col-
linsia O. P.-CAMBRIDGE, 1913 este un gen nou pentru fauna României. Se confirmă prezenţa speciilor 
Meioneta affinis (KULCZYNSKI, 1898), Clubiona diversa O.P.-CAMBRIDGE, 1862, Clubiona stagnatilis  
KULCZYNSKI, 1897 şi Zelotes clivicola (L.KOCH, 1870), care apar pe liste pe baza datelor din literatură, 
nefiind regăsite în colecţii. 

Toate aceste specii sunt rare şi apar pe listele roşii ale mai multor ţări din Europa. 

Abstract

Trichoncus hackmani MILLIDGE, 1955 and Collinsia distincta (SIMON 1884) are new species, 
Collinsia O. P.-CAMBRIDGE, 1913 is a new genera for Romania. The occurrences of Meioneta affinis 
(KULCZYNSKI, 1898), Clubiona diversa O.P.-CAMBRIDGE, 1862, Clubiona stagnatilis  KULCZYNSKI, 1897 
and Zelotes clivicola (L.KOCH, 1870) are confirmed. 
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Introduction

In order to reach satisfactory information on 
biodiversity faunistical studies are essential. Al-
though the recent taxonomic and faunistical publi-
cations significantly have contributed to the knowl-
edge of the distribution of the Romania spider fauna 
(e.g. FUHN & GHERASIM 1995, FUHN & NICULESCU-
BURLACU 1985, HERMAN 1879, LOKSA 1969, 1972, 
STERGHIU 1985), it is still incomplete.

The history of arachnological survey in Ro-
mania has shown a slow, but steady progress. The 
last published catalogues of the Romanian spider 
fauna contains 973 species. Out of these, however, 
the occurrence of 85 species could not be confirmed, 
because of the absence of specimens in collections 
from Romania (WEISS & PETRIŞOR 1999, WEISS & 
URÁK 2000). Recently 6 further species were found 
and 3 were confirmed (FETYKO & MIHAIL 2002, GAL-
LÉ & URÁK 2001, 2002, URÁK 2001).

Materials and methods

Spiders were collected using pitfall traps in 

Baraolt Mountains and in the downstream of the 
river Mureş in 2000. 

The specimens were determined using various 
keys (FUHN & GHERASIM 1995, FUHN & NICULESCU-
BURLACU 1985, HEIMER & NENTWIG 1991, LOCKET & 
MILLIDGE 1951, LOKSA 1969, 1972, STERGHIU 1985). 
The species list was ranged taxonomically accord-
ing to world spider catalog of PLATNICK (2004).

Results 

 Two linyphids were found to be new for the 
Romanian fauna. The occurrences of four further 
species were confirmed. These latter species were 
included in the lists by WEISS and PETRIŞOR (1999), 
WEISS and URÁK (2000) on the basis of bibliographi-
cal data (FUHN & OLTEAN 1970). 

The following species are new records for the 
Romanian fauna:

Trichoncus hackmani MILLIDGE, 1955 
(Linyphiidae): in the orchard near Căpeni (1♂, 1♀) 
in August and in the oak-popular forest in the vicin-
ity of Peşica (1♂) in August. This species occurs in 
Central and Northern Europe; it prefers tidal litter 
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(ROBERTS 1987), dry, sunny habitats (WIEHLE 1960), 
sandy and/or gravel shores (KOPONEN 1999) from 
April to Oktober (SAMU & SZINETÁR 2002).

Collinsia distincta (SIMON 1884) (Linyphi-
idae): in the bank of the river Olt, in the vicinity 
of Căpeni (2♂) in May. This species was formerly 
included in the genus Halorates (ROBERTS 1987). 
The genus Collinsia O.P.-CAMBRIDGE, 1913 is new 
for Romania, too. This palearctic spider prefers wet 
grasslands (HEIMER & NENTWIG 1991, ROBERTS 1987, 
WIEHLE 1960). 

The occurrences of the following species 
were confirmed:

Meioneta affinis (KULCZYNSKI, 1898) (Linypi-
idae): in the orchard near Căpeni (1♀) in June. This 
palearctic species occurs in wide range of habitats: 
low vegetation, grass, moss and litter (ROBERTS 
1987), in peatbogs (RELYS et al. 2002). 

Clubiona diversa O.P.-CAMBRIDGE, 1862 
(Clubionidae): in the orchard near Căpeni (1♂) in 
May. This spider has a palearctic distribution. It is 
known from litter and ground vegetation in moist 
open grasslands (AAKRA & HAUGE 2000, KREULES & 
PLATEN 1999, ROBERTS 1985). 

Clubiona stagnatilis  KULCZYNSKI, 1897 (Clu-
bionidae): in the bank of the river Olt, in the vicin-
ity of Căpeni (2♂) in March. This palearctic spider 
occurs in the same types of habitats as the previous 
species.

Zelotes clivicola (L.KOCH, 1870) (Gnaphosi-
dae): in pine wood (Pinus sylvestris, P. nigra), and 
the adjacent clear cutted area in Baraolt Mountains 
(Căpeni; 14♂, 6♀) in May-August. This palearctic 
species known from pine woods and in bogs (GRIMM, 
1985, KREULES & PLATEN 1999, RELYS et al. 2002). 

Conclusions

All of these species are rare in Western Eu-
rope and included in the red lists of several Euro-
pean countries (BALB et al. 1984, KREULES & PLATEN 
1999, KRONESTEDT 2001 PLATEN et al. 1999). As the 
faunistical knowledge on spiders in Romania is rel-
atively poor, further studies are needed to obtain a 
more complete picture on the spider fauna.
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